HOW THEY HELD A GREAT MEETING, ETC.     lOff
fathers had been wont to be for countless ages. Their* House of Lords and their House of Commons were not yet defined from each other: but they knew the rules of the house, the courtesies of debate; and, by practice of free speech, had educated themselves to bear and forbear, like gentlemen.
But the speaking was loud and earnest, often angry that day. "What was to be donef' was the question before the house.
"That depended," said Sweyn, the wise and prudent king, " on what could be done by the English to co-operate with them." And what that was, has been already told.
"When. Tosti Godwinsson, ye Bishops, Jarls, Knights, and Holders, came to me five years ago, and bade me take my rights in this land of. England, I answered him that I had not wit enough to do the deeds which Canute my uncle did; and so sat still in peace. I little thought that I should have lost in five years so much of those small wits to which I confessed, that I should come after all to take my rightful kingdom of England, and find two kings in it already, both more to the English mind than I am. While William the Frenchman is king by the sword, and Edgar the Englishman king by proclamation of Earls and Thanes, there'-seems no room here for Sweyn, nephew of Canute, king of kings."
" We will make room for you! We will make a rid road from here to Winchester!'7 shouted the Meeting with one voice.